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Media Release 14.05.19 - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

ASPIRING CQ EXPORTERS READY TO BROADEN HORIZONS 

A comprehensive program has given seven Central Queensland agricultural businesses the skills, 
knowledge and confidence to develop and expand their trade overseas. 

The Export Ready: 2019 International Trade Program has been completed in the Central 
Highlands to upskill aspiring agribusiness exporters at every stage of their development, from pre-
export to entering new markets. 

Undertaken over five months, the initiative was delivered by the Central Highlands Development 
Corporation (CHDC) and the Export Council of Australia (ECA), with funding from the Australian 
Government Regional Jobs and Investment Package (RJIP). 

Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive from participants, who included producers and supply 
chain members. Most of them have a clear focus and interest in containerised grains exports, 
developing skills and knowledge to disrupt current supply chain logistics, and examining 
opportunities to better utilise Central and Northern Queensland’s Ports of Gladstone, Mackay and 
Townsville. 

“We were very lucky to have had two experienced exporters come to the Central Highlands to 
teach us the ins and outs of how export works,” Goldstar Commodities’ Jean Cottam says. 

“They took us through a practical, step-by-step process, highlighting issues that may arise, 
through sharing their experiences from exporting to various countries.” 

Belinda Coetzee, who studied and worked in South Africa’s export field before moving to Emerald, 
appreciated the opportunity to learn about Australia’s export environment. 

“I have been out of exporting for 10 years and this was an eye opener for me,” she says. 

“Not only did this workshop series update me on the latest procedures in export marketing and 
documentation, it has shown me how much technology in the field has advanced over the years.” 

The training was delivered by leading international trade specialists including Diane Tipping, ECA 
Chair and Paul Cooper, Chair of the Australian Manufacturing Growth Centre. 

“Both presenters did an excellent job of communicating the importance of the various stages 
involved in exporting and guiding us to become the next Central Highlands exporters,” Ms Coetzee 
says. 

CHDC Agribusiness Development Coordinator Liz Alexander is pleased that CHDC has taken the 
lead to proactively help SMEs navigate the complexities and opportunities of global business. 

“Exporting can be complex and involves risk, however producers are becoming increasingly 
confident in their ability to secure better premiums by having greater involvement in the export 
process. 
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“CHDC and the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries are working together 
to provide more tailored support over the next year, which builds on the capability 
and interest in the region.” 
 
Find more about Export Ready and other agribusiness information at chdc.com.au. 
 
Follow CHDC on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 
 
About Export Ready 
Export Ready: 2019 International Trade Program was delivered with more than $23,000 in funding 
from the Coalition Federal Government’s Regional Jobs and Investment Packages (RJIP), a $220 
million initiative to stimulate job creation and investment in regional Australia. 

Export Ready aligns with CHDC’s Central Highlands Accelerate Agribusiness initiative, that seeks 
to enhance supply chain readiness and promote local product into international markets.  

Areas covered in Export Ready include selecting the right market, legal contracts and IP, and 
freight and logistics. Participants were introduced to the fundamentals of international business, 
engaged with real-life case study businesses, and developed an international business plan and 
pitch that can be implemented to support their company’s international expansion. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Hi-res versions of images available on request. Please contact Liz 
Alexander on (07) 4982 4386 or 0429 471 511 for further information. 
 

 
CAPTION: Export Ready program participants came from across the Central Highlands – from Clermont to Rolleston. 

 
CAPTION: Export Ready presenter Diane Tipping, Export Council of Australia Chair, and participant Belinda Coetzee. 
 

https://chdc.com.au/agtech-agribusiness/export-ready-2019-international-trade-program
https://www.facebook.com/chdcqld/
https://twitter.com/CHDCorp
http://www.linkedin.com/company/central-highlands-development-corporation
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CAPTION: Scott Dunbar, Emerald; Kurt Mayne, Rolleston; and presenter Paul Cooper, Manufacturing Growth Centre 
Chair. 

 
CAPTION: Jean Cottam, Goldstar Commodities; and Alicia Dunbar, Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
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